
PEQUEA	
  TOWNSHIP	
  PLANNING	
  COMMISSION	
  
Minutes	
  of	
  December	
  18,	
  2014	
  

	
  
Call	
  to	
  order:	
  A	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  Pequea	
  Township	
  Planning	
  Commission	
  was	
  held	
  
December	
  18,	
  2014	
  and	
  called	
  to	
  order	
  by	
  Robert	
  Heckrote,	
  Chairman	
  of	
  the	
  Planning	
  
Commission	
  who	
  led	
  the	
  Pledge	
  of	
  Allegiance.	
  The	
  meeting	
  convened	
  at	
  7:01	
  p.m.	
  in	
  the	
  
main	
  meeting	
  room	
  of	
  the	
  township's	
  municipal	
  building	
  at	
  1028	
  Millwood	
  Road,	
  Willow	
  
Street,	
  PA	
  	
  17584.	
  	
  
	
  
Members	
  of	
  the	
  commission	
  in	
  attendance	
  were:	
  Robert	
  Heckrote,	
  Neil	
  Freidly	
  and	
  
Betsy	
  Herr.	
  
	
  
Others	
  in	
  attendance	
  were:	
  
Mark	
  Deimler,	
  Melissa	
  Kelly,	
  Steve	
  Fisher,	
  John	
  &	
  Helen	
  Miller,	
  Denny	
  Coleman,	
  Jim	
  
Hocker,	
  Wayne	
  Reynolds,	
  Eric	
  Frey,	
  Jackie	
  Johns,	
  Bill	
  Swiernik,	
  Mike	
  Leichliter,	
  Chris	
  
Hoar,	
  Tina	
  Yinger,	
  Brian	
  Fitzgerald	
  
	
  
Minutes	
  of	
  Previous	
  Meetings:	
  
Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  moved	
  to	
  approve	
  the	
  August	
  minutes.	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  seconded	
  the	
  motion.	
  
The	
  minutes	
  were	
  approved	
  as	
  read.	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  moved	
  to	
  approve	
  the	
  October	
  minutes.	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  seconded	
  the	
  motion.	
  
The	
  minutes	
  were	
  approved	
  as	
  read.	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  moved	
  to	
  approve	
  the	
  November	
  minutes.	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  seconded	
  the	
  
motion.	
  The	
  minutes	
  were	
  approved	
  as	
  read.	
  
	
  
Regular	
  Meeting:	
  
I.	
  HERRVILLE	
  ROAD	
  LLC	
  REZONING	
  PETITION	
  
Mr.	
  Eric	
  Frey	
  presented	
  the	
  rezoning	
  petition,	
  wanting	
  to	
  rezone	
  the	
  land	
  from	
  R-­‐1	
  to	
  
Industrial.	
  The	
  property	
  sits	
  adjacent	
  to	
  the	
  existing	
  business	
  and	
  would	
  be	
  improved	
  
with	
  a	
  new	
  facility	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  conjunction	
  to	
  an	
  existing	
  industrial	
  business.	
  	
  	
  
-­‐	
  Neighbors	
  Tina	
  Yinger	
  and	
  Christine	
  Hoar	
  are	
  concerned	
  with	
  noise,	
  truck	
  traffic,	
  and	
  
having	
  an	
  industrial	
  park	
  in	
  their	
  backyard.	
  	
  
-­‐	
  Melissa	
  Kelly	
  presented	
  her	
  comments	
  from	
  her	
  draft	
  letter.	
  
-­‐	
  The	
  biggest	
  concern	
  was	
  that	
  once	
  the	
  property	
  is	
  re-­‐zoned,	
  the	
  use	
  cannot	
  be	
  
controlled.	
  Solution:	
  The	
  petition	
  plans	
  to	
  combine	
  both	
  properties	
  together	
  so	
  in	
  the	
  
future	
  if	
  the	
  land	
  was	
  ever	
  sold,	
  the	
  use	
  would	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  township.	
  



-­‐	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  was	
  more	
  for	
  the	
  plan	
  than	
  against	
  it,	
  with	
  concerns	
  about	
  the	
  new	
  
proposed	
  driveway	
  and	
  truck	
  traffic.	
  	
  
-­‐	
  Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  commented	
  that	
  by	
  combining	
  to	
  all	
  one	
  property,	
  it	
  helps	
  for	
  futures	
  
uses,	
  but	
  the	
  plan	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  looked	
  at	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  steps	
  to	
  address	
  concerns	
  about	
  
truck	
  traffic	
  and	
  buffers	
  between	
  the	
  new	
  building	
  and	
  neighbors.	
  
-­‐	
  Miss	
  Herr	
  commented	
  that	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  safeguards	
  are	
  put	
  into	
  place	
  in	
  next	
  steps,	
  she	
  is	
  
not	
  against	
  the	
  petition.	
  
Decision:	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  recommend	
  the	
  property	
  be	
  rezoned	
  to	
  
industrial,	
  seconded	
  by	
  Mr.	
  Heckrote.	
  Motion	
  carried.	
  
	
  
II.	
  FISHER	
  FAMILY	
  REZONING	
  PETITION	
  
Mr.	
  Steve	
  Fisher	
  presented	
  the	
  petition	
  to	
  rezone	
  625	
  Baumgardner	
  Road	
  from	
  
Agricultural	
  to	
  Industrial.	
  In	
  the	
  current	
  business,	
  they	
  use	
  solar	
  panels	
  and	
  trees	
  on	
  the	
  
neighboring	
  property	
  interfere	
  with	
  the	
  sunlight.	
  They	
  would	
  remove	
  some	
  trees	
  and	
  re-­‐
grade	
  the	
  land	
  for	
  better	
  water	
  run	
  off.	
  The	
  current	
  house	
  would	
  remain	
  on	
  the	
  
property.	
  
-­‐	
  Melissa	
  Kelly	
  reviewed	
  her	
  comments	
  from	
  her	
  draft	
  letter	
  
-­‐	
  Concerns	
  about	
  the	
  future	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  land	
  if	
  ever	
  sold	
  was	
  discussed.	
  	
  
Decision:	
  Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  property	
  being	
  rezoned	
  industrial	
  
with	
  the	
  recommendation	
  of	
  it	
  being	
  adjoined	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  parcels.	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  
seconded	
  the	
  motion	
  and	
  the	
  motion	
  carried.	
  	
  
	
  
III.	
  PENN	
  GRANT	
  COMMONS	
  PHASE	
  II	
  FINAL	
  PLAN	
  
Mr.	
  William	
  Swiernik	
  presented	
  the	
  Penn	
  Grant	
  Commons	
  Phase	
  II	
  Plan	
  to	
  the	
  Planning	
  
Commission.	
  	
  
After	
  reviewing	
  the	
  comments	
  from	
  the	
  Engineer,	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  motioned	
  to	
  recommend	
  
approval	
  to	
  the	
  County	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  any	
  comments	
  by	
  the	
  Engineer	
  are	
  met.	
  Miss	
  Herr	
  
seconded	
  the	
  motion,	
  motion	
  carried.	
  
	
  
IV.	
  PEQUEA	
  ELEMENTARY	
  LAND	
  DEVELOPMENT	
  PLAN	
  
Mr.	
  Jim	
  Hocker	
  with	
  Derck	
  &	
  Edson	
  Associates	
  presented	
  the	
  plan,	
  which	
  includes	
  small	
  
additons	
  to	
  the	
  building,	
  parking	
  in	
  the	
  back,	
  and	
  improvements	
  to	
  Bauer	
  Avenue	
  to	
  
make	
  way	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  “in	
  and	
  out”	
  configuration	
  for	
  parents/faculty	
  and	
  school	
  buses	
  to	
  
better	
  aid	
  in	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  children.	
  
-­‐	
  Mr.	
  Deimler	
  brought	
  up	
  discussion	
  about	
  sidewalks	
  and	
  pedestrian	
  movement.	
  
Currently	
  the	
  plan	
  shows	
  a	
  pedestrian	
  sidewalk	
  easement	
  on	
  the	
  Millwood	
  Road	
  side	
  of	
  
the	
  property.	
  	
  



-­‐	
  Melissa	
  Kelly	
  discussed	
  a	
  walk-­‐ability	
  study	
  done	
  and	
  from	
  a	
  feasibility	
  standpoint,	
  
there	
  is	
  no	
  room	
  for	
  sidewalks.	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Mr.	
  and	
  Mrs.	
  John	
  and	
  Helen	
  Miller	
  presented	
  concerns	
  about	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  Bauer	
  Avenue	
  
because	
  of	
  possible	
  traffic	
  increase	
  on	
  the	
  road	
  and	
  the	
  noise	
  associated	
  with	
  the	
  traffic.	
  	
  
Decision:	
  Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  support	
  a	
  waiver	
  of	
  the	
  sidewalk	
  construction	
  
at	
  this	
  time	
  provided	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  pedestrian	
  sidewalk	
  easement.	
  Mr.	
  Freidly	
  seconded	
  
the	
  motion,	
  motion	
  carried.	
  	
  
-­‐	
  The	
  Planning	
  Commission	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  plan	
  and	
  make	
  a	
  
recommendation	
  for	
  the	
  plan	
  at	
  the	
  next	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Heckrote	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  adjourn	
  the	
  meeting	
  at	
  9:31	
  p.m.	
  seconded	
  by	
  Miss	
  
Herr.	
  	
  
	
  
Meeting	
  Adjourned	
  
 
 
_________________________     _____________________ 
Betsy Herr       Date of Approval 
Planning Commission Secretary 
	
  


