
Pequea Township Planning Commission

Minutes of 5/30/ 18

Call to order: A meeting of the Pequea Township Planning Commission was I eld on May, 30thh
2018 and called to order by Robert Heckrote who led the pledge of allegiance. The meeting
convened at 7pm at the New Danville Fire Company.

Members in attendance: Robert Heckrote, Fred Witmer, Richard Cornogg, Ne 1 Freidly, and
Anthony Cazillo III

Others in attendance: Mark Deimler

Regular Meeting:

Previous Minutes

Mr. Cornogg moved to approve the minutes from the meeting that took place on 4/ 25/ 18,
Mr. Freidly seconded, and they were unanimously approved.

Zoning Ordinance Improvements

Mr. Daimler came prepared with areas of improvement in mind for the zoning ordinance,
particularly in areas where clarification was needed or where there existed a  '• h frequency of
inquiries and interaction from the public.

Fences and Property Lines

Mr. Daimler suggested eliminating requirements that fences be kept at I east one foot
away from property lines as found in 1403. 1. b as it causes problems with mo  ' ng/upkeep, and

acts as a point of contention between neighbors unable to resolve their differe ces. Mr. Cornogg
added that having a fence one foot off the property line could open up the property owner to an
easement by prescription if a neighbor claims to have upkept the unfenced portion of the
property for over 21 years.

Recreational Vehicles

Mr. Daimler brought up to the board the issue of recreational vehicles and the current
impossible screening standards the zoning ordinance prescribes. On top of being impractical, the
screening standards may not fully keep a neighboring RV out of sight on prop rties that are
uneven or where evergreen trees are not fully grown. Additionally, owners of conjoining
properties may find the required trees to be a nuisance. Mark and the board agreed that standards



mandating that RVs be kept to the rear of the front building to be appropriate, but believe the
screening requirements in 1403. 12. a.4 to be excessive.

Vacation Rentals

Mr. Daimler presented a case for the planning commission that it might be a good idea to
be proactive regarding transient and short term rentals( lasting fewer than thirty days). Clarifying
the definition of the word "Dwelling" in our zoning ordinance will allow for recourse in
situations where a home owner is renting out a property on platforms such as AirBnb to the
detriment of neighbors. Clarifying the definition would strengthen the township' s case in
situations where property owners are using their property for short term rentals improperly.

Tree/Vegetation Requirements

In response to Life Fellowship' s recent interaction with this section of the ordinance, Mr.
Daimler expressed his feelings that we should wait to gather more information and allow more

people to interact with the ordinance, and that Life Fellowship' s circumstances were unique to
them. The commission also felt that this was best.

Mr. Cornogg moved to recommend to the board of supervisors that Mr. Daimle:r' s plans

regarding eliminating requirements for fences to be one foot off property lines in 1403. 1. b.,
eliminating the impractical screening for recreational vehicles in 1403. 12. a.4, and clarifying the
definition of the word" Dwelling" be approved. Mr. Heckrote seconded and it was unanimously
approved.

Mr. Cornogg moved to adjourn, Mr. Heckrote seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

Meeting Adjourned at 7: 58pm
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